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THE STRATEGY SESSION FOR GS MAINS 2022 

1. UPSC PATTERNS SINCE 2013 
2. HOW TO APPROACH MAINS IN COMING 75 DAYS-THE ANATOMY OF GS 

MAINS SYLLABUS 
3. THE FOUR GS PAPERS AND HOW TO SECURE 450 PLUS 
4. THE KEY FACTORS: KNOWLEDGE +PERSPECTIVE+ WRITING SKILLS 
5. ARE YOU TRAPPED IN BRUTE-FORCE CULTURE OF ANSWER-WRITING?  
6. HOW TO OVERCOME THAT? 
7. SHOULD WE FOLLOW THE COMMADS OF THE QUESTIONS? 
8. WHAT CONSISTS OF A GOOD ANSWER? 
9. HOW TO OPTIMISE GAIN IN LIMITED TIME? 
10. THE ROLE OF CURRENT DEVELOPMENTS  
11. HOW TO MAINTAIN MOTIVATION AND PERSEVERANCE? 

 

ANALYSIS OF UPSC GS PAPER I 

Year wise weightage → 

Category 

↓ 

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Arts, culture and architecture 20 40 25 25 10 10 10 35 10 

History 120 60 62.5 62.5 70 55 65 40 65 

Society 40 50 87.5 62.5 55 100 75 75 80 

Geography 70 100 75 100 115 85 100 100 95 

Total marks 250 250 250 250 250 250 250 250 250 

 

Topic Subcategory 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Arts, 
culture and 
architecture 

Ancient 
culture and 
traditions 

0 10 12.5 0 0 10 0 10 0 

Visual arts 0 10 12.5 0 10 0 10 25 0 

Performing 
arts 

5 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Literature 10 10 0 12.5 0 0 0 0 10 

Architecture 5 10 0 12.5 0 0 0 0 0 

Weightage in marks 20 40 25 25 10 10 10 35 10 

 

History Medieval 0 10 0 0 10 25 ↑ 0 15 0 

Modern 30 20 25 37.5 40 0 50 25 40 

World History 40 30 25 12.5 10 15 15 0 15 

Post-
independence 

50 0 12.5 12.5 10 15 0 0 10 
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Weightage in marks 120 60 62.5 62.5 70 55 65 40 65 

 

Society Religion and 

secularism, 

regionalism 

10 10 0 0 30 20 35 10 15 

Caste and 

tribes 

0 0 37.5 12.5 10 10 0 10 10 

Poverty and 

economic 

development 

0 20 12.5 25 0 25 0 25 15 

Globalization 

Impact 

10 0 12.5 
 

12.5 0 15 15 30 15 

Women 

empowerment 

10 20 12.5 0 15 15 25 0 10 

Urban planning 10 0 12.5 12.5 0 15 0 0 15 

Weightage in marks 40 50 87.5 62.5 55 100 ↑ 75 75 80 

 

Geography Macro-
climate 

10 10 0 12.5 25 0 0  15 

Urban 
climatology 

10 20 12.5 12.5 15 0 0 15 10 

Oceanograp
hy 

0 0 12.5 0 15 25 15 10 0 

Geomorpho
logy 

20 20 0 12.5 10 10 0 15 30 

Human 
geography 

0 0 0 12.5 0 0 0  0 

Economic 
Resources 
(India and 

Asia) 

20 20 12.5 25 0 20 40 15 15 

Industrial 
Location 

10 30 0 0 15 15 10 10 0 

Env. 
Geography 

0 0 37.5 25 35 15 35 20 25 

Weightage in marks 70 100 75 100 115 85 100  95 
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ANALYSIS OF UPSC GS PAPER-II  

 

Year wise 
weightage → 

Category 

↓ 

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Polity 90 100 100 100 90 125 115 115 125 

Welfare 30 62.5 37.5 50 60 60 75 55 55 

Governance 50 25 62.5 50 50 15 10 30 20 

IR 80 62.5 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 

Total marks 250 250 250 250 250 250 250 250 250 

 

 

Topic Subtopic 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Polity Basic Str. 20 25 37.5 12.5 15 15 35 10 35 

Executive 20 25 0 0 0 45 25 0 10 

Legislature & 
Elections 

10 12.5 0 12.5 40 10 15 35 30 

Power Sep. 0 0 12.5 12.5 10 15 10 15 0 

Fed-Local 30 12.5 25 37.5 10 0 15 40 0 

Bodies 10 25 25 25 15 40 15 15 40 

Weightage in marks 90 100 100 100 90 125 
↑ 

115 115 115 

 

 

Welfare Welfare & Protection 20 37.5 0 0 10 25 30 15 15 

Poverty & Hunger 0 0 12.5 0 25 25 10 15 10 

Edu, Health, HDI 10 25 25 37.5 10 10 10 25 30 

Eco. Reform 0 0 0 12.5 15 0 25 0 0 

Weightage in marks 30 62.5 37.5 50 60 60 75 55 55 

 

Governance Accountability 40 12.5 25 25 10 15 0 20 0 

NGO, Pressure groups, 
bureaucracy 

10 12.5 37.5 25 40 0 10 10 20 

Weightage 50 25 62.5 50 50 15 10 30 20 

 

IR Neighbours 50 0 25 12.5 10 0 0 0 0 

Non-Neighbours & 
Diaspora 

20 50 12.5 12.5 30 35 40 25 20 

Inst., Group and 
Agreements 

10 12.5 12.5 25 10 15 10 25 30 

Weightage in marks 80 62.5 50 50 50 50 50 50 50 
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ANALYSIS OF UPSC GS PAPER-III  

 
Year wise weightage → 

Category 

↓ 

2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Economy & Infra. 70 87.5 62.5 75 60 50 50 50 50 

Agriculture & Food Industry 40 25 50 50 50 60 60 50 50 

Science-Tech, Environment & Disaster 85 75 75 75 90 90 90 100 100 

Security 55 62.5 62.5 50 50 50 50 50 50 

Total marks 250 250 250 250 250 250 250 250 250 

 

Category Subcategory 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 

Economy & 
Infra. 

Growth and 
Development 

10 25 12.5 25 35 40 25 20 25 

Economic 
Reforms 

20 25 12.5 12.5 15 10 25 0 0 

Budget 30 0 0 12.5 0 0 0 15 10 

Infra and 
Investment 

10 37.5 37.5 25 10 0 0 15 15 

Weightage in marks 70  62.5 75 60 50 50 50 50 

 

Agriculture & 
Food Industry 

Farming and 
livestock 

10 0 12.5 12.5 10 0 10 0 0 

land reform 0 0 12.5 12.5 0 0 0 0 10 

cropping 0 0 0 12.5 30 15 0 30 25 

e-tech in aid 0 0 12.5 0 0 0   0 0  

MSP-PDS and 
other schemes 

20 12.5 12.5 12.5 10 35 35 0 15 

Food 
Processing 

10 12.5 0 0 0 10 15 20 0 

Weightage in marks 40 25 50 50 50 60 60 50 50 

 

Science-Tech, 
Environment & 

Disaster 

Sci.& Tech 40 12.5 37.5 37.5 35 30 15 35 40 

Contribution of 
Indians 

0 25 0 0 0 10 25 0 0 

IPR 0 0 12.5 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Environment 35 25 12.5 12.5 40 35 25 50 35 

Disaster 10 12.5 12.5 25 15 15 25 15 25 

Weightage in marks 85 75 75 75 90 90 90 100 100 

 

Security religious 
fundamentalism/

Extremism 

10 0 25 25 40 20 0 15 0 
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Insurgency and 
Naxalism 

0 0 12.5 0 0 0 40 0 15 

Border 10 62.5 0 12.5 0 0  25 15 

Cyber Security 25 0 25 12.5 10 15 10 10 10 

Money 
Laundering 

10 0 0 0 0 15 0 0 10 

Weightage in marks 55 62.5 62.5 50 50 50 50 50 50 
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